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hold any office for which she is fitted. With the sole
exception of a very few professions involving heavy
physical labour, there is not a single branch of industry
in which women are not employed. In 1937 approxi-
mately 35 or nearly 9 millions of all persons employed
in the various public institutions and'industrial establish-
ments were women. Unlike other countries, like Ame-
rica and England, Soviet women in high offices are too
common to command more than a passing notice in the
press.

In almost all the circles which decide the affairs of
the national politics, women have a definite voice and
power. The new society thus seeks to develop the
political consciousness in women and to encourage
them to seek everywhere in the Government positions
of trust and responsibility. In other parts of the globej
we find the deep-rooted idea that it is a reflection on
men to be governed by women, or that if allowed free
rein in Government, women will, in time, impose their
domination on men. But this idea has never invoked
any anxiety in Soviet manhood. They don't think or
talk in terms of dominations of sexes. They believe
that women are no competitors but companions of men
in the affairs of the world.

The Russian women have achieved economic equality
-with men. The old notion which still exists in other
countries that work is debasing especially for women,
and that they must be merely objects of adoration at
home, has lost all its force. It has rather given way to
the new conception that to be idle is a crime and is not
less degrading to women than to men. It is always em-
phasised that the spiritual liberation of women is condi-
tioned by her economic emancipation. Women must
do something to contribute to the economic gain of the